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UNITED STATES Church World Service Increased Responsibilities 


At a special meeting of Church World Service (Protestant interdenomination- 
al agency) a minimum goal of $17,967,388 to pursue relief projects through 1949 
was set by the directors of CWS. They agreed on a concerted appeal for support 
and discussed promotional methods and media which might be used in achieving their 
goal, 


A four-year plan for the renewal of church life in Europe was studied at 
the meeting, embracing the needs of Churches in 19 European countries as well as 
many general welfare projects. It was estimated that the total cost of executing 


the plan would be $28,798,873. 


Church World Service has also an enlarged programme for caring for dis- 
placed persons under the new American Government edict permitting 205,000 D.P.s 
to enter the United Stetes in the next two years. CWS has already been respons-~ 
ible for bringing into the United States 2,493 [.P.s from itturope and Asia during 
the last 18 months, 


It was pointed out that the Government has not yet found a way to provide 
inland transportation from the port of arrival to the community of ultimate de- 
stination of D.P.s. Employers hesitate to advance the necessary money, particul- 
arly to family groups. According to reports, the needed guarantees that in- 
dividuals and their families will not become public charge have proved a formid- 


able barrier. To date, however, CWS has certified more than 400 guarantees, 
EeP.S. Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN "Forward from Amsterdam" 


"Forward from Amsterdam"! was the theme of a public meeting held in London 
on November 3, when four delegates to the first Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches at Amsterdam recounted their impressions and experiences to a large au- 
dience drawn from the Churches in London and the Home Countries, The Archbishop 
of Canterbury, who is one of the six Presidents of the World Council, as well as 
President of the British Council of Churches, presided. 
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The reading of part of the Amsterdam message by a youth delegate opened 
the meeting. 


The Bishop of London, Dr J.W.C. Wand, said in his opening address that 
it was quite evident at the beginning of the Assembly that the delegates "could 
expect no quick returns in the shape of a blue-print for a unified Church", and 
it was his opinion that "if we were to proceed with any future schemes of re- 
union we must not commit the task to the theologians but rather to the pastors 
and administrators, This was one negative aspect of the Assembly", The most 
positive aspect was the fact that the World Council of Churches was brought into 
being and that we now had a statutory organisation for the major part of Christ- 
endom, Jt was no longer necessary to go Church by Church to the Governments of 
the world. We could speak with one voice for nearly the whole Christian world. 


The Rev. D.T. Niles, the young Methodist minister of Ceylon who is chair- 
man of the World Council of Churches' Youth Department, spoke on the light given 
from Amsterdam on the evangelistic task before the Churches. At Amsterdam, he 
said, in the preparation of the Message and in the experiences of the sections 
and committees, the participants had a realisation that God was acting through 
them, That knowledge of the Gospel in the present tense was an indispensable 
necessity for evangelism. 


Dr Eric Fletcher, Member of Parliament for East Islington, emphasised 
that the primary object at Amsterdam was not to seek agreement but to seek to 
know the will of God. The delegates went to Amsterdam not to be dogmatic but 
as patient seekers after truth, and they learned that truth was many-sided and 
not given to any particular nation or group. He was deeply impressed by the 
general attitude of patient readiness to learn and listen. The Council resisted 
any attempt to align Christianity with any political movement and impartially 
condemned evil, tyranny and injustice, wherever they were to be found. 


The final address by the Rev. Leslie Cooke, secretary of the Congrega- 
tional Union of England and Wales, emphasised the difficulties and disciplines 
involved in meeting Christians from different traditions, nationalities, races, 
tongues and background. This discipline was not wholy fruitless, It brought 
forth a realist outlook on the Christian Church, a new sense of wonder of the 
Grace of God in Christ. ) 


Mr, Cooke also emphasised the part to be played by the local Churches, 
"The World Council", he said, "can mean little if it exists only as a gathering 
of church leaders and has no roots in the villages and the cities of the world. 
The call from Amsterdam to the Churches of Britain was for Christians to come to- 
gether, to pray together and to be ready to submit themselves to the discipline 
and chastening of being together. "Nothing is lacking, concluded Mr. Cooke, " 
"but the willingness of the Churches to submit to this discipline... Unwilling- 
ness to submit is in fact disobedience to the call of God to His Church at this 


time," BeP.S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Pastor Boegner on Huropean Civilisation 


A large audience assembled in Westminster School, in london, on November 
3, to hear Pastor Marc Boegner, President of the French Protestant Federation 
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and one of the presidents of the World Council of Churches, deliver the 19th 
annual Burge Memorial Lecture, in the presence of the French Ambassador to 
Britain, M. René Massigli. The Burge Memorial Trust was founded 21 years ago to 
commemorate the work for international friendship of the Rt. Rev, Hubert Murray 
Burge, a former Bishop of Oxford, and to promote a wider understanding of the 
international obligations of Christian peoples. 


Dr Boegner chose as the title of his lecture "Christianity and European 
Civilisation". Speaking of the deep crisis in European civilisation - a tragic 
rupture between Christianity and totalitarianism - Dr Boegner asked: What has 
the Church to say in this crisis of civilisation? 


One of the most satisfactory results of the first Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches at Amsterdam was that the Assembly recognised without hesita- 
tion the responsibility and culpability of the Church for the crisis in Western 
Civilisation. The Churches had too often appeared as the ally of conservative 
forces, They must identify themselves with the suffering masses in obedience to 
God. It was not a question between Communism and Capitalism. The World Council 
should show by its own life an example of real community, without barriers and 
without hatred. The Gospel was the only force that could unite legitimate 
diversities, Amsterdam had shown that unity in Christ was stronger than dif- 
ferences in dogma, 


The fabric of European civilisation wassuffering from an irreparable rent, 
concluded Pastor Boegner, but if the Churches could be resuscitated and become 
the pioneers of real community life they could build a new civilisation towards 


the accomplishment of God's design. K.P... Geneva 
Presidents of Korea and China Appeal to Increase 
Missions 


The friendly attitude toward missions is indicated by two messages from 
the President of the Korean Republic, Syngman Rhee, and President Chiang Kai 
Shek, China, to the Foreign Missions Conference Assembly which took place in 
Columbus, Ohio, early in October (see EPS No. 44). 


The message from the President of Korea reads as follows: "On behalf of 
the people and the government of Korea I wish to send our hearty fraternal greet- 
ings to the Columbus Assembly of Foreign Missions Conference. The Protestant 
missions started in Korea over sixty years ago created such. strong spirituel | 
power that the Korean Church survived and even throve during the forty years 
persecution... We assure you that we will do anything in our power to assist 
your great work and we need the support and cooperation in moral and spiritual 
development. 


"We offer you every opportunity in building up our schools and hospitals 
and also in various fields of humanitarian activities... We need food, clothing, 
fuel and medical supplies. This coming winter is our most critical time and we 
appeal to the loving hearts of our friends in the Christian lands beyond the 
seas. The most urgent of all problems is the partition of Korea between the 
North and the South. Economically Korea is bisected, politically the Soviet 
trained Red Army threatens to commmnize the South, educationally and religiously 
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Korea is under attack, The Comaunists are attempting to wipe out Christianity 
and to destroy both spiritual and inteNlectual enlightenment," 


President Chian Kai Shek, China, says: "Christian greetings and good 
wishes, China welcomes continued cooperation Christian Missions constructive 
helpful service Chinese people social reconstruction witness Gospel in brotherly 
relation young Chinese Churches, Next few years greatest opportunity Christian 
influence upon changing life Eastern Asia, National Government assures freedom 


religious worship assembly preaching and service." EeP.S.Geneva 
BURMA New Status of Burman Christian Council 


The Burma Christian Council has now assumed national council status, and 
a new constitution has been adopted. It hopes to have a membership of not more 
than 60 nor less than 40, two-thirds of whom are to come from the Christian 
community in Burma, At its annual meeting on July 20-21, a Findings-Committee 
was appointed to prepare a report applying the Whitby Report to Burma (report 
of the enlarged meeting of the International Missionary Council in Whitby, 
Canada, 1947). This Committee summarised the discussion "The Witness of a Re- 
volutionary Church", and that summary is now being issued asaa general circular 
to the Churches in Burma in four main languages. Hight standards were recommend- 
ed as applicable to present needs, 


The Christian enterprise in Burma has advanced in numbers. ‘Reports are 
that at least 25,000 baptisms occured in 1947 in the wide spread Baptist’ fields, 
among Karans, Lahu, Wa, Kachins, Chins, and other non-burman native animistic 
eroups. There is a great lack of adequately trained ministers for this growing 
body. One of the constant problems in the Burma situation is that the Christian 
faith has hardly been admitted at all by the nationalistic Burman majority but it 
is becoming increasingly the chosen way of the non-Burman peoples. 


Among the eight standards recommended are particularly: 


To place the financial support of the Church upon every member. Through- 
out the world the burden and joy of giving are taken seriously by less than half 
the members; To enlist, train and support a large number of young people to 
fill vacancies and increase the numbers in Christian service; To deepen know- 
ledge of the Bible and the great teachings of the Christian faith and to spread 
Christian literature more widely than ever before; To plan and promote missions 
to unchurched areas and to offer Christ to every level of life in Burma; To 
look fearlessly and expectantly upon the non-Christian life around us, seeking 
there both increase in membership and support and able, intelligent leadership 


for the Church of tomorrow. #.P.S.Geneva 
SOUTH INDIA First Youth Rally of the Ghurch of South India 


The First Youth Rally of the Church of South India was held in Madras, 
in the Royapettah Girls! School compound, on September 6, Bishop A, Michael 
Hollis presided over a gathering=of nearly 2,000 young people, between the ages 
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The function began with an appropriate service of worship, with respons- 
ive readings and prayers. ‘Then came the first address, in Tamil. It was a 
forthright appeal tc youth for whole-hearted service to Jesus Christ. There 
followed a play, entitled "Onesimus, the Freed Slavel, acted by some of the 
students of the Women's Christian College. 


Hack of the delegates wore a special Youth Badge with the symbol of 
"Christus Victor" on it. Abowt 40 Churches and Institutions were represented. 
KeP.S. Geneva 


CHINA Fifth General Assembly of the Church of Christ 


The Fifth General Assembly of the Church of Christ in China met in full 
session at Soochow. The meeting, the first since 1937, was attended by 150 
delegates representing synods from all parts of China, national Christian organ- 
isations, and fifteen cooperating missions. 


Moderator C.C. Chen emphasised that the Church has not only "maintained 
its life and witness" despite the stress of war, but has also opened three new 
mission areas - in Kweichow, Yunnan, and among tribal peoples in southwest China, 


Highlight of the opening meeting of the Assembly was the reception into 
the Church of three new synods + one in Kiangnuai, representing Churches around 
Hsuchowfy with a membership of 30,000; a second representing Chinese Churches 
in Malaya; and a third representing Churches in Central China, The three new 
groups bring the total membership of the Church of Christ in China to nearly 
m0 F000 5 


Delegates were divided into four discussion groups to study the work of 
the Church, Chinese Government, leadership training, and the relationship be- 
tween the Church and cooperating missions, E.P.S. Geneva 


Dr Laubach to Conduct Literacy Work in the Far Hast 


In response to a2 joint invitation from the government and from organised 
missions in Siam, Dr Frank C, Laubach, well known literacy consultant in the 
various missions fields (see E.P.S. No. 31) will leave the United States in late 
December for 10 weeks of literacy work in Siam, before continuing into other 
countries of the Far East on a 7 months' tour. 


While in Siam, Dr Laubach will aid in the development of lessons for 
teaching and writing to Siamese adult illiterates, and will assist in the organ- 
isation of a nation wide mass literacy campaign. 


Following Siam, Dr Laubach and his companions will spend 6 weeks in India, 
at the request of the National Christian Council, where he will work with nation- 
al and provincial literacy committees in a new all-India drive to better India's 
low literacy rate of 18 per cent. Next on the itinerary are the northern coasts 
of Australia and New Guinea, followed by a literacy visit to Korea, to complete 
the proposed 7 months' tour. H.P.S. Geneva 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 
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NETHERLANDS Invitation to 2 500 German Children 


The Protestant Churches of the Netherlands have sent to the German Evan- 
gelical "Hilfswerk" an invitation for German children to come to Holland, Two- 
thousand five hundred children are to be taken into Dutch families for a period 
of three months. The first two transports of 500 children each are to leave in 
November and December from the province of North Rhine and Westphalia. The re- 
maining quota will be sent to Holland in the New Year from other distressed 


areas in Germeny. KeP.S. Geneva 
GERMANY House of the Church 


A "House of the Church'' has been handed over for use in Weissensee, 
Berlin, by Bishop Dibelius., It will be used as a rallying-point of church life 
in East and North Berlin, but will also be at disposal for free-time occupations 
and meetings in matters concerning the Church as a whole in the Kastern Zone. 
This four-storey building provides rooms in which lay catechists carry on their 
study programmes, accommodation for the catechists' foreign pupils, the offices 
of the General Superintendency and of the Evengelical Publishers, and so forth. 


"Evangelische Welt", the news service of the Evangelical Church of West- 
phalia, reports that in November 1948, at the ceremony of dedication, the General 
Superintendent, Dr Krummacher, expressed his gratitude to the church authorities, 
the Soviet occupying administration and the Municipal Council for their assist- 
ance in starting this House of the Church, Captain Petrov greeted the assembly 
on behalf of the Soviet Military Government, emphasising that never yet since 
the beginning of the occupation had any serious conflict arisen between the 
Military Government and the church authorities. The occupying Power, continued 
Captain Petrov, would continue to do its best that this cordial cooperation with 
the Church should continue, and concluded, "I believe that with the help of 
this democratically-minded people and of the Church, we shall succeed in arriv- 


ing at an equitable peace treaty". H.P.S. Geneva 
BULGARIA The Question of Religious Instruction 


"Zornitza", the oldest-established paper of the Evangelical community in 
Bulgaria, published in its issue of October 23 an interview given to its editor 
by the head of the Religious Department of the Government, Mr. lliev, on the 
question of religious freedom. 


Referring to the thirtieth Congress of the Association of Orthodox 
priests of Bulgaria, which took place recently, Mr. Iliev emphasised that "the 
Congress fully approved the decision of the Holy Synod condemning all abuse of 
the pulpit for political ends, against either the Government or the National 
Front", On the other hand, continued Mr. Iliev, "the Congress unanimously adopt- 
ed the decision of the Holy Synod authorising the Orthodox clergy of Bulgaria to 
work in the National Front political organisation, to become chairmen of munici~ 
pal or rural councils, to occupy leading posts in the administration of cooperative 
societies, libraries, social organisations and so on." 


Concerning religious education, Mr. Iliev declared that "the Congress 
approved the decision of the Holy Synod that the Church shall not form any 
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religious organisation of young people, or orgunise courses of instruction for 
them, since the Bulgarian Constitution entrusts the State with the task of 


educating the young,.!! EeP.o. Geneva 
UNITED STATES For _a Stronger Unity of Lutheran Churches 


An all-Lutheran Reformation rally was held in New York on October 25, 
attended by representatives of eight Lutheran bodies. Dr Thaddeus F, Gullixson, 
President of the Luther Theological Seminary in St Paul, Minn, urged all major 
branches of American Lutheranism to unite. "The only force that can hold the 
Lutheran Church together is the bond of unity in spirit which is engendered by 
that body of Bible teachings which we together teach and confess", he said, 


Representatives of the following bodies were present: The American 
Lutheran Church, the augustana Evangelical Church, the Danish Evangelical Luther- 
an Church of America, the Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Finnish Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (Suomi Synod), the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church and the United Lutheran Church of America, 


At a meeting in Philadelphia Dr P.O. Bersell, Augustana President of the 
United Lutheran Convention, also stressed the necessity for a stronger unity of 
the Lutheran Churches in America. "The United Lutheran Church has no better 
friend that the Augustana Church", he said. "These Lutheran Churches will work 
together to bring about the creation of one Lutheran Church in Americe, 
B.P.o. Geneva 


UNITED SHEMEES: The American Association of Bible Institutes 


Officials of 28 Bible Institutes in the United States and Canada, meeting 
in Chicago on October 25, organised the American Association of Bible Institutes, 
first accrediting agency of itskind. In process of formation for more than two 
years, the Association elected the Rev. Samuel H, Sutherland, Dean of the Los 
Angeles Bible Institute, as President. The National headquarters of the Associa- 
tion will be in Providence. The 28 schools, with an enrollment of 13,000, 
will be bound by the following doctrinal statement: 


"We believe that there is one God, eternally existing in three persons: 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We believe the Bible to be the inspired, the only 
infallible authoritative Word of God. We believe in the deity of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, in His Virgin Birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in His vicar- 
ious death and atonement through His blood, in His bodily resurrection, in His 
ascension to the right hand cf the Father and His personal and visible return in 


power and glory. 


"We believe that man was created in the image of God, tempted by Satan and 
fell, and that because of the exceeding sinfulness of human nature, regeneration 
by the Holy Spirit is absolutely necessary for salvation. We believe in the 
bodily resurrection of both the saved and the lost; those who are saved unto the 


resurrection of life and those who are lost unto the resurrection of damnation." 
HeP.eo. Geneva 
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